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BOMERE HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
Happy New Year from the PC. There is always an open invite to members of the public, should you like to attend as a member of public you are very welcome, but spaces can be limited. If so, please contact the clerk to book a space.

Below are extracts from the Parish Council meetings at Bomere Village Hall on Wednesday 8th Jan 2025.
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Finance – SCC are still struggling financially and budgets from central government seems to be favouring inner city and urban locations and not rural communities such as Shropshire. It is likely that there could be a geographical shift in the boundaries to form a unitary combined authority with other counties.

The PC has followed up with SCC about the traffic improvement works at Forton Heath. This has received approval from WSP (SCC Highway Engineer) and the PC still haven’t had confirmation on the status of the works.

We have been informed that the Parish boundary lines will be re-organises and the half of Walford Heath that formed part of BH parish will join Baschurch PC. This is neater and means that Walford Heath will be unified. This is in line with the wishes with Walford Heaths community and both PC’s.
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Police NEWS

Beaware and vigilant for scammers in the new year. If something is too good to be true it may be. 
If you are worried you may be being Scammed or don’t recognise the contact (Email/Phone/Text/Online post) Take Five to Stop Fraud

• STOP: Taking a moment to stop and think before parting with your money or
information could keep you safe.
• CHALLENGE: Could it be fake? It’s okay to reject, refuse or ignore any requests. Only
criminals will try to rush or panic you.
• PROTECT: Contact your bank immediately if you think you’ve fallen for a scam
and report it to Action Fraud
If you’ve fallen for a scam (and it does happen so don’t be embarrassed) , report it to Action Fraud on 03001232040 or via  actionfraud.police.uk.

Scam Text messages can be forwarded to 7726 to help phone providers take early action and block numbers that generate spam on their networks. Scam mobile calls can also be forwarded to 7726, followed by the word “CALL”, then the scam phone number

Forward Fake Emails received to report@phishing.gov.uk For further information visit: www.actionfraud.police.uk  https://takefive-stopfraud.org.uk 

Community News

Planning 
We had 2 submissions to review. Full details of planning, past & present can be found on the Shropshire Planning Portal.

Precept – (This is the money awarded to the PC from Council tax)
We report recently that due to cost increases that the PC needed to review the precept in the next round of council tax. The PC had been able to keep the cost static through covid but more recently to balance the books the PC has had to request an increase. The Precept has been around £25 per household giving the PC £24,421.00. In the budget review for 2025/26 we identified that the cost to run the PC was set at £37,540.00, this is a significant increase from the previous years due to staffing and running cost increases. Therefore, we will be increasing the Precept request to £32,565.00 This is still short of the budget, but there are other funding streams that the PC will review, and the PC is targeted to spend less than the budget.

What this means to the household?
We estimate that the average cost will increase to £37 per household per year.

Website & Emails
Our website address and email will be changing. With new legislation, PC’s are encouraged to have .gov emails and websites for enhanced security and so that emails can be easily identifiable. BHPC has gone through a process of updating the web address and this is now http://www.bomereheath-pc.gov.uk the old access will continue to work for a short period and other than that, nothing has changed. The PC has reviewed the emails/web & data storage and managed to make some cost savings through this process.

When the new emails are confirmed, we will share this both online & in the Parish News.

Grants 
The PC was pleased to be able to supply the 2 Village Halls with 50” stands & TV’s. This is inline with a pledge to be more eco-friendly and paperless in our meetings, whilst giving this helpful device for community use.

STW Green Recovery Scheme – STW have progressed their works within the Parish. The scheme is set to end in March, this will then conclude the works able to be carried out. STW will be having an drop in session at BH Village Hall soon to allow anyone with queries to catch up with STW.

Should anyone like to join the PC we would welcome your interest.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 12th February 2025 at 7.30pm in Bomere Heath Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk119532709]We will post the agenda for this meeting on the website nearer the time. If you wish to have a comment read aloud on an issue, please contact the Clerk in writing and give 5 working days’ notice so it can be placed on an Agenda. clerk@bomereheath.co.uk
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