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BOMERE HEATH PARISH COUNCIL
There is always an open invite to members of the public, should you like to attend as a member of public you are very welcome, but spaces can be limited. If so, please contact the clerk to book a space.
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Shropshire Council

New County Councillor – our new councillor Brendan Mallon visited us in July, He set out his objectives, discussed some issues within the county that he is currently working on and wanted to meet the PC and understand our needs & issues. 
Brendan is going to look at our longstanding situation trying to conclude the Forton Heath Traffic improvements. On review, the PC has been working with the community in Forton Heath starting in 2016. The PC has complained about the timeline and red-tape and general delay in the works starting following scheme approval over a year ago.

Brendan will take a steer on local issues from the Parish Council, so if you have any specific matters that we can champion, please feel free to contact us.

Garden Waste Collections – Food Waste Change - SCC issued a reminder that in Oct 2024 the food waste collections were no longer permitted in the Green Waste bins. Legislation has changed the process and green waste with food waste in may not be collected. – Full details on the PC Website NEWS page.

Community News

Planning 
We are anticipating the circa 100 houses application to the North of Brook Road to be uploaded to the planning portal in the next few weeks.
The PC met with Wain Estates and discussed at length the application, the proposals, the rationale behind the site and the proposals. 
Whilst the location is unfavourable and very unpopular, with over 60 negative comments received, as well as the PC having concerns relating to traffic & infrastructure. the lack of the current SCC Local Plan (because of government change), this does open the options for sites to be applied for outside of the approved development boundary. This is to fulfil national housing targets. 
As part of the meeting, BHPC & Wain Estates reviewed what the PC would request (on behalf of the community) should the application be submitted and 2 main elements were an area to replace a ballpark and an adult exercise area. We are told that these 2 items have been included. 

Wain Estates has already undertaken a Pre-App with the planning authority to gauge the council needs. This is not something that the PC participate in.
When the application is formally uploaded to the website the PC intend to run a public meeting to gauge feedback and discuss the options based on the plans. 

The PC understand that this will be the first stage (Outline Planning) with limited detail on the houses, the land will then be sold to a developer, who will then finalise the agreements in a Full application. As a rule, the plan and general layout will remain the same, but the actual house types & materials etc will be determined.

Housing Plus Development – We have been contacted by several members of the community relating the conduct on & condition of the site. We ask that comments relating to the Parish Council be directed to the PC via the website as Facebook is not a monitored or recognised method of conversation, only an outward source for the PC to share information to a wider audience.
The PC has shared with key members of the community the CEMP (Construction & Environmental Management Plan) and this is detailed by Harpers and sets out their proposals to the planning authority. The PC has no say or approval in this document. It appears that Harpers have deviated from their proposal. 
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Website & Emails
Our website address is now http://www.bomereheath-pc.gov.uk. The website is the same and in the same format, but the access has been updated to a more secure server. QR to website to the right.

Our email addresses will be changing. With new legislation, PCs are encouraged to have .gov emails and websites for enhanced security and so that emails can be easily identifiable. BHPC has gone through a process of updating the email address should you wish to contact the clerk the new email address is Clerk@bomereheath-pc.gov.uk and is live now.

Fete
We are excited and pleased to be supporting the efforts by the local community to host a Fete in Bomere Heath on the 13th of September.  The PC has contributed money to aid the Fete committee where needed. The PC are hoping to have a table so that we can be contacted directly.

Neighbourhood Plan
The PC feels it would be prudent to undertake a Neighbourhood Plan. This is strongly recommended and will give the community a voice on what it wants/needs and most importantly, where the community would accept development in the future. With the recent influx of developments, the PC will have a better mandate to comment on housing types and locations.

In 2026 it will be 10 years since we did the Community Led Plan and the PC would like to return and build on this with a Neighbourhood plan. This will require engagement and assistance from the community, if you have had experience of wish to help, please do let us know.  We are told from Pontesbury PVC that could take 2 years and cost around £15.000, so it is a significant investment and MUST have 4 councillors and at least 4 members of the community at any one time. Therefore, without community contribution, it cannot proceed. We will have a table at the Fete to discuss further

Youth Club Update - Sadly, volunteer members were not consistent or frequent enough for us to sustain the group. There was a drive for volunteer support, but at this time the group has ceased. There is a desire to create a new group for years sixes, but the cost to have a fully managed group is over £10k per annum and the PC has agreed that this is not an acceptable sum of money for the number of children that would benefit. Therefore, until a volunteer group comes forward in the future, the club has closed.

Grants 
Please remember that we do offer grants for community groups and assets, our next review is September, so if you need assistance, please visit the website and fill in the forms for consideration.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What do the PC do?

In recent months, we have been asked what the PC do and what we are responsible for. 
Councillors are volunteers who donate their time for community benefit. We have 1 paid member of staff (Clerk) who looks after the administration of the PC which include financial information, internal & external audits etc. the clerk formalises responses on behalf of councillors and gathers information to share and keeps the PC compliant in all matters relating to conduct & finance. The clerk is not a councillor, therefore cannot steer the PC meeting or decisions, but acts as a record keeper and can comment on points of order. 

The BHPC has seats for 13 councillors, in the last 10 years we have never reached our capacity.  Currently we have 8 positions filled. We meet monthly (second Wednesday of the month) apart from August and we hold 2 meetings in Fitz, 9 at Bomere heath Village Halls.  These meeting usually last 2 hrs, we also hold a series of Finance and other meetings which are less frequent and usually only require 3 or 4 councillors.
Every January we have a Business planning meeting to review that year’s objectives and bigger items for the future.
The PC arrange the budget, arrange and authorise payments, review our assets (Which relate to certain street lights, the play park and some hedges) instruct & review maintenance, appoint contractors (where needed) and review planning. 

Planning seems to be the most misunderstood. The PC has limited right to comment as a stakeholder and the legal changes from government will reduce our say even further. At the moment we review FUL applications that have been uploaded to the planning portal, generally we have 30 days to comment and as a rule the PC take the biggest steer from direct neighbours. 
Our right to comment is limited to Material considerations only, these can include (but are not limited to):
•	Overlooking/loss of privacy
•	Loss of light or overshadowing
•	Parking
•	Highway safety
•	Traffic
•	Noise
•	Effect on listed building and conservation area
•	Layout and density of building
•	Design, appearance, and materials
•	Government policy
•	Disabled persons' access
•	Proposals in the Development Plan
•	Previous planning decisions (including appeal decisions)
•	Nature conservation
However, issues such as loss of view, or negative effect on the value of neighbouring properties are not material considerations and cannot be commented on.

There is no set list defining material considerations, the Local Planning Authority will decide what is deemed to be 'material'. This is where a Neighbour Hood Plan would assist.

For the PC, planning seems to be the most unpopular and controversial of all our responsibilities, however, government policy dictates that planning should be approved unless there are compelling reasons based in policy and legislation. This is why to object, the PC must be clear in our comments.

Where the Planning Authority enforce a condition, the PC has no say in that submission or it’s approval. That is why a review of the portal for elements that impact you as residents is advised. If you have any questions, we are here to assist & direct where we can. However, we do not monitor or take direction from social media, only our official emails and website. 
The Facebook page is a platform for the PC to share information and that and even this PC article is produced from a councillor, which is done in my spare time. 

We are always in need of assistance and if you can spare time, we only need 22 hrs a year for a councillor to attend meetings, and even then we do not mandate that you must attend everyone. Should you like to join the PC we would welcome your interest. Pop along or speak to a councillor for insight, your help could make a significant difference and impact the voice of the community.

[bookmark: _Hlk205278157]---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The next meeting is to be held on Wednesday 10th Sept 2025 at 7.30pm in Fitz Village Hall.
[bookmark: _Hlk119532709]We will post the agenda for this meeting on the website nearer the time. If you wish to have a comment read aloud on an issue, please contact the Clerk in writing and give 5 working days’ notice so it can be placed on an Agenda. clerk@bomereheath.co.uk
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